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When I ſee this country in danger of being 
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the Society of United Iriſhmen. The name 
is an honourable one: It ought to be an uni- 
one :—But 
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certain popular pretexts, to cover their real 


purpoſes, and to attract adherents. Theſe, too, 
if their numbers be ſafficient to inſpire confi. 
dence, may be keen for the work of ſlaughter, 
and willing to try the iſſue of battle; for ſuch 
means are ſuited to the in of their 
project neither in theſe can we diſcern 
Such ſeem to me to be the real parties in a 
conteſt, the ſource and progreſs of which are 
In examining what 
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tions of congreſſes, were held to procure par- 
lamentary Reform. The Catholi — la- 


bouring under peculiar reſtrictions, alike inju- 
trious and diſgraceful to them and the whole 

nation, adopted ſimilar means to procure their 
emancipation, Though theſe meetings were 
in general attended with hut little ſucceſs, yet 
that little was ſufficient to alarm the monopo- 
lizers of the conſtitution, who foreſaw in the 
union and co-operation of the whole people, 

the inevitable, though perhaps ſlow, decay of 

their and influence. Terrified into 
_ ſeverity, but not warned into Reform, admi- 
| iſtration ſeemed to place their chief ſecurity. * 
nn the prevention of national union. They 
| had, with this view, tampered and played 
| ſucceffively with the feelings and paſſions of 
the various religious ſects in the country; and 
when this could no longer be practiſed with 
any ſucceſs—finally appeared the convention 
bill, that famous project for dividing the popu- 
hr ftren » when it was no long poſſible to 
divide ſentiment. Alas! how 
miſerably * the ent diſappointed its 
22 Union was not diſſolved by it, 
g and cemented in a form ten-fold 
The people, 


prevented from 
Ra & ſtem in the dark, which 
they had never imagined, had they been 
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light of day, For a time, a calm and ſullen 
ilence enſued; but it laſted not long. Fre- 
quent flight eruptions ſoon of 
miniſtration increaſe. New expedients are 
reſorted to, but of a fimilar nature, and attended 
with fimilar ſucceſs. Endea to {mother 


vouring to 
the burſting flame, they have heaped on it 


23 It is far from my intention in what I have 
— i that the abuſes in our go- 


force, which, while it hurries precipitately to 
ts objeR, at the ame time hazards every thing. 
But [| think it very unwiſe in 
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they are bent on the purſuit of their 
own deſperate „ would ſacrifice you in 
their deadly - Or will you interpoſe 
with that manly it which becomes you, and 


fituation gives you, to 
> ay their 3 and blind 
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whether you are not convinced that the cala- 

mities which ſeem faſt a might yet 

be averted, and the diſorders of the country 

healed, withouteny very viekeat remedy. if our 
government, that tone of obſtinate 

haughtineſs, which will hear of no compro- 
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diſaffected are widely different. I do not deny 
that there may be in the country ſome hot- 
headed 2 who "cobably ſet little 
value on tem , conſtitutional reform ; but 
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They allow that Catholic ion and 
Reform were the oſtenſible ob- 
held forth by the authors of the ſociety 
Un at its original formation, 
to avoid alarming the feelings of thoſe who 
were not prepared to go Ss full extent- of 
their dangerous and traitorous deſigns. They 
further admit a belief that the degrees of cri- 
minality in the individuals who compoſe the 
conſpiracy, are very different, as it appears to 
be a vil ne of hs Hits 
tion to cloak their real deſign under falſe colours. 
Can we deſire a ſtronger proof of the warm 
attachment of the to theſe: meaſures, 
than that the leaders of a wicked conſpiracy, 
ſuch as that diſcloſed in the report, have been 
enabled by holding them forth as their oſtenſi- 
ble objects, „ | 
as almoſt to brave the ſtrength of the eſtabliſh- 
ed government? And when we are informed 
likewiſe, that the leaders of this coafpiracy 


men, is this quarrel theirs? Is it to 
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cloak their real deſign under falſe colours, and 
834 of criminality in the indi / ĩdu- 
ſe it are very different, are we 
cn that, So! 4 -- ppotiet] 
are ardently defirous of thoſe meaſures, fo are 
C And thus we 
may collect with tolerable the real 
ſtate of the public ſentiment.— Some intempe- 
* be, who look with ſcorn 
6 the ES meaſures ; but 
_ —— the people look wo theſe 
No 1 to reſtore peace 
to the than ſuch a mild and 


truly conſtitutional reform, ſhall it be withheld 
on ſuch wretched- as the inconveni- 


pretences, 
| ence of the time, or the dignity of parliament ? 
If it be—l again aſk my inde country- 


any 
thing dear and valuable to them? Is it for their 
honour, their intereſt ?—ls it to guard their 
ancient and ſacred rgats that the foward is now 
to be drawn? Or is it indeed to ſe- 
cure from rude innovation, thoſe abuſes from 
which a few us derive their power and 
their profit? Has the Houſe of Commons, as 
it is now conſtituted, ſhewn itſelf ſo faithful a 
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| ive of the Iriſh nation, that we are ; 
to be driven into an odious conteſt, rather than 


| (5 ) 


merits ? 
It may boaſt, of ſome meaſures gra- 
tifying to the ge with, which within theſe 
few years paſt have had the form of its ſanction. 


But is it to the public ſpirit of that Houſe ? 
| Is it not rather to the alarm of the Engliſh go- 
S 
| an we owe any fuch 
n 
| ſpoken in the reſolutions of the Houſe of 
| Commons, till it has made its way there cir- 
 cuitouſly od the fine of the miniſter. 
In all countries, whatever be their form 
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preſent, when difficulties appear on every fide, 


deters many good men from adopting a vigo- 
rous and deciſive conduct, leſt it might pofibly 
lead to conſequences different from their in- 


tentions. They dread left they might inflame, 
tranquillize. This 


where their with was to 
ſentiment ſeems to have its principal weight 


among country 3 from their 


ſituation, are moſt ex popular outrage. 
For this reaſon, alſo, I can eaſily foreſee, that 


ſhould this publication meet with any notice, 
i wif ieke the hwy abate ef andny: whoſe 

approbation, next to that of my own-conſci- 
ence, I moſt value. Satisfied, however, with 
the purity of my motives, though this fear may 

it muſt not deter me.—My own near-. 
eſt and deireſt friends are at this moment 

to the attacks of the licentious popu- 

lace, and ſurely J feel too melancholy a ſenſe 
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than the ſmalleſt portion of power and influ- 
ence, that I'would perſuade them to ſhake off 
A pe When 
our preſent miniſters. trumphed in 
| popular Lord Lieutenant, and is moths 

the high-raiſed hopes of the community, they 
were warned in the Houſe of Commons, by 
— tar members, of the 
1 _— wm expe pan 
on , They nerfiſied ; conſequeri- 
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try gentlemeirariſes from their ſup of theſe - 
4 caluredy exits abandonment of then, 
| 2nd the ſyſtenFthey are purſaing. Whencels 
| it, 1 aſk, chat the inhabitants of the 
1 country are left à prey to yiolenee and pine 
Why do we daily hear of riots, maſſacres, and 
| other atrocities committed without number? 
And why is it ſo difficult to theſe 
offences, and to puniſh the guilty? It is, 1 


| would anſwer, becauſe the abuſes in the cn 
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obſtinately rejecting everyconciliatory meaſare, 
ſuceeed in eſtabliſhing their authority by the 
mere force of military coercion ; is the proſpect 
much more conſoling? The means made uſe 

of to compel ſubmiſſion now, muſt be conti- 
nued to enſure it hereaſter; and a government | 
|  - of force, of foreign force, muſt henceforth be 
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Between theſe two extremes, both equally 
al 22. ſaſe N A 
reſents itſelf, opening to us a 
f ing and g — 4 e E aqreta] 
rate and 1 cvang part of the ——— 
hold on their courſe, 1 
, moderating the headlong violence of thoſe. 
EE © on Let every 
honeſt effort be made to ſto; further effu- 
ſion of blood. Let every thing reaſonable be 
F W - Kondo 
oy cody tat a pre waning of fer 


, ng 


( 34 ) 
gate of that unthinking 


the moſt profli 


ade whd here he the reſtrai 
law, might continue a ſyſtem of devaſtation 
and ; but the means of legal 
controul, aided by the vigilant exertions of all 
the neigen part ofthe community, ould 
quickly re-eſtabliſh peace and ſecurity. Then 
would confidence, induſtry and happineſs re- 
vive. Then would Iriſhmen be ſeen united, 
not againſt—but in ſupport of the conſtitu- 

tion.—The foundation of an undifſembling, 
ine harween the various clafles 
of the people, a bleſſing long unknown to this 
country, would be firmly laid. At home we 
ſhould enjoy the fruits of a daily encreafing 


proſperity ; abroad we ſhould be reſpected as 


= Mild and equal laws would aſſure to 
man the undiſturbed enj of his 
rights. A fron ·»„ ³˙ would! | 
form the indifloluble knot of our ſocial union. 
hat could be defired more? | 
T 
only our internal ſtate, how are 
ſtrengthened 
the danger which threatens from without I Is 
this diſtracted country in a ſituation to 
evaſion of an 


intrepid, powerful and active 


enemy? 1s it not infatuation 1 
madneſs, at a time when union ought to be 

| e er it when 

it can be had fo cheaply? | Look to what 


France 


a great and flouriſhing member of a ſtill mighty 1 


when we take into conſideration 
repel de 


government? For this purpoſe the 


8 
France has done elſewhere, and judge what 
ſhe may do here. Do we imagine that the 
— vigour of a new-born people can be 
r 


and moſt powerful armies are ſcarcely ſuffici- 
ent. Nothing ſhort of a united per can 
afford us full ſecurity. The Republican ener- 
gy of France, muſt be met, i met ſucceſs- 
fully, by republican energy here. When I 
ſay, republican, I mean nothing diſreſpectful 

to our or ſovereign. To acquire 
French enthuſiaſm, there is no occaſion that 


| we ſhould adopt French plans of government. 


BY We have, UT in our own 
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; it would be ſuch as that 


pt in its place and order; but in that place 
and order every thing was bettered.” 
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